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One of the occasional ?Groundhog Day? 
conversations that we have among 
staff  is about how  we can effectively 
communicate w ith the consti tuency of 
New  Hope Church? members and 
attendees. I t?s a conversation we have 
over  and over  because, qui te candidly, 
i t?s fr ustr ating to r eal ize that our  
attempts are moderately successful.

Whi le we do not know  how  many 
people r ead the weekly Informer  that 
is inser ted in the worship bulletin, we 
can tr ack how  many people r ead ?This 
Week at New  Hope? that ar r ives via 
emai l ever y Fr iday afternoon. By the 
same token, whi le we do not know  how  
many people r ead their  hard copy 
edi tion of our  monthly newsletter , we 
are able to tr ack how  many people 
r ead i t onl ine.

As I?ve said, our  attempts at 
communicating are moderately 
successful. Somewhere between 30% 
and 35% of intended emai l r ecipients 
actually open ?This Week at New  
Hope? and our  monthly newsletter. 
The number  who read an 
announcement or  an ar ticle is 
approximately 12%. If  we compare 
ourselves to the industr y standard, I  
suppose we should be ecstatic w ith this 
r ate of r esponse. However , we?re 
missing the greater  per centage of our  
congregation w ith these 
communication media.

I?m ver y much aware that the 
prevai l ing opinion is that the best way 
to communicate impor tant information 
is via an announcement in worship on 
Sunday morning. I t?s only when one 
realizes that, on any given Sunday, we 
have approximately 30% of our  
potential congregation in worship that 
the stark r eal i ty becomes clear : 70% of 
our  congregation is not in worship on 
any given Sunday and therefore miss 
hear ing what we want to 
communicate.

We do realize that most of us are 
inundated w ith communication that is 
super f luous and i r r elevant. Our  emai l 
inboxes are cluttered and the amount 
of junk mai l that we receive through 
the USPS is distr essing.

With al l  the aforementioned in mind, 
we?re going to take a di f ferent 
approach at New  Hope. Beginning this 
summer , we w i l l  offer  a quar ter ly 
newsletter. With the r eduction in 
fr equency, we are hoping for  an 
increase in r eadership. What we want 
to communicate to you, our  members, 
attendees and fr iends tr uly is not fake 
news. We believe that i t is impor tant to 
our  l i fe together  and we want you to be 
informed of al l  that happens here at 
New  Hope. Now , I?l l  be cur ious to learn 
i f  anyone has r ead this.

March 2018

Shar ing  OUR  Fait h
New Hope's Monthly Newsletter

Rev. Steve Nor den, Senior  Pastor
nor den@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445x15  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Pastor Steve

LET'S TALK ABOUT TALK
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New Hope's Mission

To Reach  people for  Chr ist, Root  
people in Chr ist, and Release 
people to ser ve Chr ist.

Facebook .com /NewHopePowel l

Tw i t ter .com /NewHopePowel l

Pinter est .com /NewHopePowel l

Instagr am .com /NewHopePowel l

Vim eo.com /NewHopePowel l

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:00AM
Contemporar y Worship
Sunday School for  ages 3 through 
5th Grade

10:15AM
Sunday School for  Adults and Youth
Praise School for  ages 3 through
5th Grade

11:15AM
Traditional Worship
School House Sunday School for  Kids

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4739 W. Powel l  Rd.
(Next to the Columbus Zoo)

Powel l , OH 43065

614.766.5445
NewHopeWor ship.com
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

NEW HOPE CHURCH
A Ministry of the Reformed Church in America

Rev. Stephen M. Nor den, Senior  Pastor
Rev. Sar ah E. Palsm a, Associate Pastor

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Susan Eisel stein , Chur ch Adm in i st r ator
eiselstein@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x 16

A cheer f ul  Hear t

My name is Jul ie Wood and I am ver y exci ted about joining the New  Hope team as Financial Administr ator. I  grew  up 
in Cincinnati  and attended Ohio Univer si ty where I majored in Accounting and Business Pre-Law. After  col lege, I  
worked for  several years in public accounting and later  accepted a CFO posi tion w ith a cl ient. Recently, I 've been a 
stay at home mom and held var ious board posi tions w ith several non-prof i t organizations. I  cur rently l ive in Powell 
w i th my husband, Dave, my 2 sons, Greg(11) and Car ter (6), along w ith our  dog, Ryder.

Jul i e Wood, Financial  Adm in i st r ator
wood@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x 

Jul ie has j oined our  t eam!

Although Februar y is the shor test 
month of the year , i t has proved to 
be no less busy! The biggest 
highl ight of the month is the 
addition of Jul ie Wood as our  new  
Financial Administr ator. Jul ie joined 
our  team on Februar y 12th and has 
alr eady been immensely helpful. 
Jul ie br ings a wealth of exper ience 
to this role and we are thankful to 
the Lord for  answer ing our  prayers 
and br inging her  to New  Hope. 
Please be sure to check out her  bio 
below !

In other  highl ights, we also enlisted 
Walt Buss of our  congregation to 
per form a r eview  of the church 
books and f inancial procedures. We 
greatly appreciate Walt?s time and 
exper tise in this endeavor  and look 
for ward to addressing any 
r ecommendations he br ings 
for ward.

In addition to the r eview  of our  
church books, we have enlisted 
Deacon, Jeff Sneddon to oversee 
updates to our  technology platform 
which w i l l  help str eamline and 

improve eff iciency in 
administr ation. We are extr emely 
grateful for  Jeff 's w i l l ingness to 
share his time and exper tise in 
understanding our  needs and 
working to accomplish our  
technology goals. Included in the 
overal l  update has been the 
addition of a new  f i r ewall  to ensure 
secur i ty of our  IT infr astr ucture by 
Jon Weiss. I  plan to bui ld on IT 
secur i ty measures by r eview ing 
cur rent operating procedures for  
oppor tuni ties to increase data 
secur i ty. I  bel ieve I speak for  the 
enti r e staff  when I say that we are 
eager  to learn more about how  to 
maximize use of new  technology 
capabi l i t ies that w i l l  soon be in 
place.

In l ight of the r ecent 'Taking the 
Next Steps" generosi ty campaign, I 'd 
l ike to close w ith a word on giving 
as shared w ith me by one of my 
long-time mentor s who also ser ves 
as tr easurer  for  a fai th-based 
non-prof i t. That is the r eminder  
from the New  Testament that we are 
encouraged to give out of a cheer ful 

hear t (2 Cor inthians 9:7). God is 
eager  to help us cultivate a hear t of 
generosi ty that embraces 
oppor tuni ties to give of our  time, 
talents and resources to help those 
in need! After  al l , He has created 
and ow ns all things - everything we 
have is a gi f t from the Lord who has 
r ichly blessed us. 

As a Church, we remain committed 
to giving ten percent of 
contr ibutions to the benevolent 
suppor t of other  ministr ies. What a 
joyful oppor tuni ty to be a par t of 
helping r each others for  Chr ist! 

Please pray that we w i l l  continue to 
be "tr ansformed" as we grow  in 
Chr ist-l ikeness (r ather  than 
"conformed" to the wor ld's view  of 
giving). And, please also pray that as 
Church Administr ator , I  w i l l  
exer cise Godly w isdom and good 
stewardship in the use of the 
r esources He has r ichly bestowed 
on New  Hope Church. To Him be al l  
the glor y!
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Thank you to al l  of our  youth that par ticipated in our  
Youth Sunday. My hear t is over whelmed w ith pr ide and 
joy for  our  youth at New  Hope Church!

Thank you Hannah New ball and Aver y Har tr anft for  
shar ing incredible messages on ?What does i t mean to 
belong.? I am so proud of both of you!

Sarah Arocha, Ava, Maya, Kaleigh, Amy, Ally, AJ, 
Andrew , Nathan, Jake, Russell  Mi l ler , my husband Mark, 
Rob Whittington, and Chr istine Loy; thank you for  
shar ing your  gi f t of song and making our  beauti ful 
worship music possible.

Aiden, Chase, and Beth Per r y; thank you for  handling 
the tech side of ever ything dur ing our  ser vice.

Colby and OJ; thank you for  your  fantastic chi ldren?s 
message - there is hope for  al l  of us parents out there! 

Maddie, Reese, Jackson, Sammy, and Owen - your  poise 
in front of the congregation was amazing! Thank you to 
our  ushers and greeter s for  being a par t of this special 
ser vice.

And thank you, Sarah Palsma, for  ever ything!

What a day - Thanks be to God!

   

YOUTH MINISTRY
Lindsey Al l en, Di r ector  of  Youth Min i st r y
allen@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x20  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Youth

Januar y YEAR TO DATE

Budget Actual % Budget Actual %

Total  Incom e $84,661 $84,119 101.7% $84,661 $84,661 101.7%

Total  Ex pense $112,336 $106,347 93.8% $112,236 $105,374 93.8%

FINANCIAL REPORT THROUGH JANUARY
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Rachel  Tate, Chi l dr en 's Min i st r y Team  Leader
tate@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x11  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Childr en

Dear  Brothers and Sister s,

Our  community has felt great 
sadness these past few  weeks. 
Many discussions have been 
had on how  to best handle the 
hard si tuations facing our  
chi ldren. I 've heard many ideas 

out in the wor ld for  solutions except the one that 
w i l l  actually work: Jesus.

We must r aise our  chi ldren to know  that they are 
fear ful ly and wonder ful ly created in the image of a 
mighty, loving, amazing God who purposeful ly 
created them to do His good works even before they 
were born.

The Bible guides us in Deuteronomy 6, where we 
are told of the Great Commandment: Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words 
that I  am commanding you today in your heart. 
Recite them to your children and talk about them 
when you are at home and when you are away, when 
you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign 
on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 
forehead and write them on the door posts of your 
house and on your gates.

I t star ts w ith teaching our  chi ldren to fol low  God by 
leading w ith our  l ives. My daughter  and I were 
l istening to Jesus music (praise music) in the 
ki tchen whi le prepping dinner  one day last week. 
Undeniable by Toby Mac str uck my hear t. He sings, 
"from the hymns that my Daddy sang, I  knew  I was 
glor i f ied to praise your  name. From the prayers 
that my Momma prayed, I  know  I was made to 
glor i fy your  name." My hands were in the air  and 
so were our  daughter 's. Our  chi ldren learn from 
watching us.

So let them see you study your  Bible. Let them see 
you praising and worshiping Jesus. Let them see 
you ser ving your  fel low  brothers and sister s.And let 
them see you pray through both praise and 
str uggle.Let them see you forgive and ask for  
forgiveness. Tell  them His stor ies! This is how  our  
chi ldren w i l l  come to know  God. They w i l l  know  
Him because we've shared Him.

Your  Chi ldren's Ministr y Team is humbled to help 
you teach God's stor y to your  chi ldren.

Blessings,

Rachel Tate

TEAM
UPDATE

r achel  tat e,
t eam  l ead

Verse of  t he Mont h:
"I praise you for  I  am fear ful ly and 
wonder ful ly made." Psalm 139:14

Service Oppor t unit y:
Our  Youth and Chi ldren have the 
oppor tuni ty to USHER at our  9:00 am 
Living Water  Ser vice.We are looking for  
2-3 Youth/Chi ldren for  each Sunday. 
Please contact Greg Chambers at 
gregchambers61@gmail.com or  Rachel 
Tate tate@newhopeworship.com i f  
interested.
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Music |  The Junior  Worship Choir  continues r ehearsals on Sunday evenings prepar ing for  our  

f i r st time leading worship on March 18th. In the meantime, a small group of members w i l l  be 
singing at the Lenten Soup Supper  on March 7th at 6pm. Come join us for  food and fel lowship!

Nur ser y |  Can you guess what we are out of? GOLDFISH! Please donate some soon! Our  

l i ttlest disciples go through them quickly. Please stop in and see our  changes - There's sti l l  a bi t of 
pixie dust but the r ainbow  w i l l  be coming soon!

Out r each  |  On Sunday March 18th from 3:00pm - 4:30pm, New  Hope w i l l  welcome the 

community to an epic Easter  Egg Hunt! We are sti l l  seeking amazing Suppor t Team Members to 
help in the fol low ing areas: Decorating, Egg Hunt Team, Games, Crafts and of course, candy 
donations! To f ind out how  you can get involved, visi t New  Hope's Website at 
newhopeworship.org/easteregghunt. Information is also avai lable on the Oppor tuni ties Board in 
the Nar thex. There w i l l  be a bin in the Nar thex for  anyone who would l ike to donate candy to the 
event. Please check out the approved candy l ist before you run to the store!

SAVE THE DATES:

Spor ts Camp: June 4th - 8th, 6:30pm - 8:00pm

VBS: July 23rd - 27th 9:00am - 12:00pm

Keep an eye out for  Suppor t Team oppor tuni ties for  these two events coming soon!

Please contact the Chi ldren's Ministr y Outreach Coordinator  Sarah Bar tula at 
bar tula@newhopeworship.comfor  more information.

Educat ion  |  The programs offered through Chi ldren's Ministr y are only possible because of 
our  dedicated Suppor t Teams! The Chi ldren's Ministr y Team would l ike to r ecognize you for  your  
par t in making these programs so successful. Our  volunteers are invi ted to an Appreciation Event 
in Fellowship Hall  C on Sunday, March 4th at 10:15am. Drop your  kids at Praise School and join 
us for  bagels, muff ins, coffee and orange juice!

Winter  WOW was a huge success w ith 65 chi ldren learning that God loves them, wants a 
r elationship w ith them and is always there, even when they mess up. Thank you to our  WOW 
Suppor t Team for  making the program possible!

In Chi ldren's Sunday School, our  Spr ing cur r iculum begins this month. We'l l  be taking a deep 
dive into God's Word, hear  exci ting Bible stor ies and learn how  to l ive as Disciples of Jesus 
through ser vice- just l ike Jesus taught!

I f  you haven't alr eady, please "l ike" our  Chi ldren's Ministr y Facebook page to stay up to date on 
the ministr y. Watch for  more parent r esource information being shared as well !

Club 45 |  28 Valentine packages were f i l led w ith sweet tr eats and Jesus' love and sent to New  
Hope's College students. Thank you Club 45 Crew ! You are the hands and feet of Jesus.
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Chr i st i ne Loy, Di r ector  of  Music Min i st r y
loy@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x14  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Music

MUSIC MINISTRY

Worship w ith us dur ing the season of Lent! Here are some new  songs that we w i l l  be singing this month to prepare us 
for  Easter. Listen w ith the l inks below , or  f ind them on YouTube or  any of your  favor i te music apps!

- CHRIST IS ENOUGH from Hi lsongs Live - Listen HERE

- O PRAISE THE NAME (Anastasi) from Hi lsongs Worship - Listen HERE

- RESURRECTING from Elevation Worship - Listen HERE

- HOSANNA (PRAISE IS RISING) from Paul Baloche - Listen HERE

NEW HOPE EDUCATION  CENTER
Lynn Ri l ey, Di r ector
pr eschool@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.2446  -  NewHopePr eschool.com

I t is always fun to hear  the chi ldren talk about Presidents Day and to see their  fun ar t work!

We enjoyed our  f i r st Parent Night / Nationw ide Chi ldren?s fundraiser  at the end of Februar y.

Students and parents enjoyed activi ties in their  classrooms, sand w ith Miss Annie, and held some repti les! We also 
had our  f i r st si lent auction, r aff le and book fair , al l  the proceeds went to the Chi ldren at Nationw ide Chi ldren?s.

Apr i l  is just around the corner  and our  teachers are planning their  spr ing f ield tr ips and getting r eady for  end of the 
year  activi ties.

We sti l l  have openings in our  Kindergar ten, afternoon 4?s, and Learn w ith Me! Please visi t our  websi te or  cal l  for  
more information. 

Join us 

THIS 

Sunday!
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Lent  Study - " He Chose the Nai l s"  by Max  Lucado
Faci l i t ator : Mar k  Dut ton
Locat ions: Libr ar y
Ever y gi f t from God reveals his love, but no gi f t r eveals his love more than the gi f ts 
of the cross. These include not only the gi f t of the cross but also the gi f t of the 
thorns that pier ced his brow. The nai ls that tore his f lesh. The seamless robe that 
he r emoved for  us. The empty tomb where he forever  defeated sin and death. 
Come explore these gi f ts of God through this Lenten season.

Financial  Peace Univer si t y
Faci l i t ator : Tom  Johnson
Locat ion: Nippa Room
We all  need a plan for  our  money. Financial Peace Univer si ty teaches God's way of 
handling money through video teaching, class discussion, and interactive small 
group activi ties. This plan w i l l  shoe you how  to get r id of debt, manage your  
money, spend and save w isely, and much more! 

ADULT MINISTRY
Rev. Sar ah Palsm a, Associate Pastor
palsma@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x13  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Adults

One Nat ion Under  God
Faci l i t ator s: Bever ly &  Kevin Robinson
Locat ion: Fel l owship Hal l  B
In a nation divided among imaginar y l ines of ideology, class, gender , ethnici ty, etc, 
the temptation exists to stay w ithin our  ow n comfor table communities, yet as One 
Nation Under  God, joined together  by the love of Chr ist, we are cal led out to bui ld 
br idges across dividing l ines. 

Discover y Class
Faci l i t ator s: Steve Nor den &  Sar ah Palsm a
Locat ion: Adul t  Room  A
Are you interested in learning more about New  Hope Church and how  to become a 
member? If  so, come and join us for  the Discover y Class. In this class you'l l  
discover  who New  Hope Church is, what we believe and how  you can become 
involved in the l i fe of the Church.

Adul t  Sunday School  | Thr ough  mar ch  25
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 FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH
Rev. Sar ah Palsm a, Associate Pastor
palsma@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x13  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Adults

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS

Join us for  food and fel lowship on Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm throughout 
the season of Lent (Feb 21 through March 21). We w i l l  have a var iety of soups 
and salads, mac and cheese, assor tment of breads, and a var iety of desser ts. 
After  dinner , the Elders w i l l  lead us in a devotion r eminding us of what the 
season of Lent is al l  about -- a time to r ef lect, r enew , and connect w ith one 
another  and w ith God.

LENTEN STUDY

Stick around after  the Lenten Soup Suppers for  our  Lenten Study on ?The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.? Pastor  Sarah and Stephanie Vermeer  w i l l  
lead us through C.S. Lew is? classic Chr istian al legor ical tale of Aslan the Lion, 
the White Witch, and the wardrobe that brought the Pevensie chi ldren to the 
enchanting land of Narnia. Adults and chi ldren of al l  ages are invi ted to 
attend. Nurser y care w i l l  be avai lable. Grab a copy of the book and star t 
r eading! 

MOVIE NIGHT

Join us on Wednesday, March 28 at 6:30pm for  the f inal  piece of our  on 
Lenten Study ser ies w ith a movie night! We w i l l  be watching "The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe." Br ing your  fr iends and family and we w i l l  br ing 
provide the popcorn!

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM

Enroll  (or  r e-enrol l) today and suppor t New  Hope as you shop! Kroger  w i l l  
donate 5% of ever y dollar  you spend - al l  you need is your  Kroger  Plus card. 
Step 1: Have your  Kroger  Card in hand or  stop by Kroger  to get a card!
Step 2: Visi t krogercommunityrewards.com 
Step 3: I f  you alr eady manage your  Kroger  Card online cl ick" Alr eady 
Enrol led" and sign-in; other w ise cl ick "Ohio" and create an account.
Step 4: Follow  dir ections then cl ick "Edit Community Rewards Info" to 
connect to New  Hope. Code to enter  in 80262.
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Holy Week and Easter at 
New Hope Church

   



Thur sday, Mar ch 1
9:30am Women's Bible Study
7:00pm Choir  Rehearsal
7:30pm AA

Fr iday, Mar ch 2
6pm - Decorate Mexican Fiesta

Satur day, Mar ch 3
5:30pm - Mexican Fiesta

Sunday, Mar ch 4
9:00am Worship
9:10am Chi ldren's Sunday 
School
9:20am Confirmation Class
10:15am Adult & Youth Sunday 
School
10:15am Chi ldren's Ministr y 
Volunteer  Appreciation
11:15am Worship & School 
House Sunday School
6:00pm Worship Night

Monday, Mar ch 5
7:00pm Women's Bible Study
7:00pm Inter cessor y Prayer

Wednesday, Mar ch 7
12:30pm Women's Bible Study
6:00pm Lenten Soup Supper
7:00pm Journey
7:30pm Bethel

Thur sday, Mar ch 8
7pm Choir  Rehearsal
7:30pm AA

Satur day, Mar ch 10
10:00am Easter  Choir  Retreat

Sunday, Mar ch 11
9:00am Worship
9:10am Chi ldren's Sunday 
School
9:20am Confirmation Class
10:15am Adult & Youth Sunday 
School
11:15am Worship & School 
House Sunday School

Monday, Mar ch 12
7:00pm Endow ment Meeting

Tuesday, Mar ch 13
6:00pm Deacon & Elder  
Meeting
7:00pm Consistor y Meeting

Wednesday, Mar ch 14
12:30pm Women's Bible Study
6:00pm Lenten Soup Supper
7:00pm Journey
7:30pm Bethel

Thur sday, Mar ch 15
7:00pm Choir  Rehearsal
7:30pm AA

Sunday, Mar ch 18
9:00am Worship
9:10am Chi ldren's Sunday 
School
9:20am Confirmation Class
10:15am Adult & Youth Sunday 
School
11:15am Worship & School 
House Sunday School
3:00pm Easter  Egg Hunt
5:15pm Middle School Youth 
Group
7:00pm High School Youth 
Group

Wednesday, Mar ch 21
12:30pm Women's Bible Study
6:00pm Lenten Soup Supper
7:30pm Bethel

Thur sday, Mar ch 22
7:00pm Choir  Rehearsal
7:30pm AA

Sunday, Mar ch 25 
Palm Sunday

9:00am Worship
10:15am Youth Sunday School 
& Kid's Praise School
11:15am Worship
5:15pm Middle School Youth 
Group
7:00pm High School Youth 
Group

Tuesday, Mar ch 27
7:00pm Missional Engagement

Wednesday, Mar ch 28
12:30pm Women's Bible Study
5:30pm HIS Place
6:30pm Movie Night - "The 
Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe"

Thur sday, Mar ch 29
7:30pm Maundy Thursday 
Ser vice
7:30pm AA
8:30pm Prayer  Vigi l

Fr iday, Mar ch 30
Good Fr iday

12:00pm Cross Walk

MARCH  CHURCH  CALENDAR
For  mor e details please see NewHopeWor ship.com/Calendar

   

http://newhopeworship.com/calendar

