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A few  weeks ago I r eceived an invi tation 
to attend my seminar y class? 40th 
r eunion. After  r ecover ing from the ini tial 
shock that indeed i t has been 40 years 
since 1978, I  r eal ized that I  would not be 
able to attend. I  did, however , take the 
oppor tuni ty (as r equested) to w r i te a 
letter  to my classmates chronicl ing the 
last four  decades of l i fe and ministr y. 

That has given me pause to r eminisce 
about what a di f ferent church and wor ld 
i t is today than when I graduated from 
seminar y and entered into ministr y. I?l l  
highl ight some of the changes I?ve 
exper ienced and let you determine 
whether  they?re helpful or  unhelpful. 

Perhaps the most noticeable change is 
that, when I began in ministr y, women 
were not able to be ordained as Minister s 
of Word and Sacrament in the Reformed 
Church in Amer ica. There were three 
women in my graduating class, none of 
whom were able to ser ve as pastor s upon 
graduation. Today there are a number  of 
women in the Master  of Divini ty 
program at Western Seminar y, there are 
a number  of women who are ordained 
minister s in our  denomination, and New  
Hope?s associate pastor  is a woman whi le 
our  daughter -in-law  also is a Minister  of 
Word and Sacrament. 

The change in technology w ithin the l i fe 
and ministr y of the church has been 
nothing shor t of astounding. For ty years 
ago I typed papers, ar ticles and sermons 

on an electr ic typew r i ter. I  thought the 
IBM Selectr ic was amazing. 
Cor respondence was al l  hard copy w ith 
onion skin carbon copies for  
documentation. I f  multiple copies of a 
document, worship bulletin, etc. were 
produced, they were duplicated on a 
mimeograph machine. Woe to the person 
who made an er ror  on the stenci l ! The 
only computer  I  had seen at that point in 
l i fe took up the enti r e basement of a 
bui lding on the campus of Hope College. 
There was no such thing as voice mai l or  
emai l. Today, my iPhone has more 
memor y than the one computer  on Hope?s 
campus and I?d be lost w i thout my iMac, 
Macbook Pro and iPad. 

When I began in ministr y, the church 
faced l i ttle or  no competi tion for  time on 
Sunday morning and, in many places, on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings also. 
Regular  attendance in worship meant at 
least ever y Sunday morning and for  many 
famil ies, included Sunday evening. Today, 
the most common pattern of worship 
attendance at New  Hope Church is once 
ever y six weeks. 

For ty years ago the church and clergy 
were general ly sti l l  held in high r espect. I t 
was impor tant to have the endorsement of 
the local clergy association (which has 
gone the way of the dinosaur ) and clergy 
were fr equently invi ted to ser ve on 
community boards, foundations and other  
bodies. Today, clergy are accorded the 
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SPRING CLEANING

FINANCIAL REPORT THROUGH FEBRUARY 2018
Febr uar y YEAR TO DATE

Budget Actual % Di f fer ence Budget Actual % Di f fer ence

Total  Incom e $78,933 $90,846 15.1% $163,594 $176,966 8.2%

Total  Ex pense $81,003 $81,286 0.3% $193,339 $186,660 3.5%

same level of r espect and esteem as used car  
salespersons.

When I began in ministr y we in the Reformed Church in 
Amer ica were capable of disagreeing w ithout being 
disagreeable. We most assuredly did not agree about 
ever ything. However , we were able to r espect each other  
as Chr istian sister s and brothers, talk through our  
disagreements and focus on that which uni ted r ather  
than divided us. Today, as w ith many denominations, we 
are more polar ized than ever. We refuse to l isten to those 
w ith whom we disagree, we are quick to attach labels 

and to question their  spir i tual commitment and we?re 
uncer tain about their  theological or thodoxy. There are 
many in our  denomination who have resolved that, i f  
they do not get ?their  way,? there w i l l  be a quick exi t. 

Lastly, for ty years ago I was convinced that, after  three 
years in seminar y, I  had most i f  not al l  of the answers. 
Li fe has a way of cal l ing into question tr adi tionally held 
beliefs, challenging cher ished notions and 
presupposi tions and disrupting long-held assumptions. 
Now  I can only dream about how  smar t I  was and w ish 
that al l  my answers were unassai lable! 

Spr ing is off icial ly here and we are 
exci ted to share w ith you several 
things happening at New  Hope. Fir st, 
I  am ver y happy to announce our  
newest staff  member , Seth Sprang, 
who joined us on March 1st as our  
Sound Engineer /Tech Coordinator. 
We are so happy to have Seth on 
board and he has alr eady had a 
posi tive impact w ith our  Music 
Ministr y. 

I?d l ike to br ief ly highl ight the status 
on a few  i tems that were mentioned 
last month. One is in r egard to the 
r eview  of our  f inancial pol icies and 
procedures by a local CPA. This 
r epor t is now  in the draft stage and 
w i l l  soon be complete. We anticipate 
some changes as a r esult of the 

for thcoming recommendations as we 
tighten up some past practices. 
Change is not always easy but 
sometimes necessar y to minimize 
r isk and ensure we are being the 
best stewards that we can be. 

Next, I?d l ike to share just a couple of 
comments r egarding the Februar y 
f inancial r epor t below. Please note 
that for  the month, ti thes and 
offer ings were $11,913 over  budget. 
Expenses were $283 over  budget, 
speci f ical ly due to the unanticipated 
purchase of a new  fr eezer  for  the 
ki tchen, and f inal payment of the 
phase 2 parking lot LED l ighting 
project. 

In addition to these faci l i ty updates, 

we recently had al l  of the pews 
steam cleaned (which had not been 
done since the church was bui l t). 
Thank you in advance for  l imiting or  
exercising care w ith r egard to dr inks 
in the sanctuar y! 

Final ly, I  would l ike to r emind 
ever yone that i f  you have any 
questions for  me or  for  any of our  
staff , please do not hesi tate to contact 
me via emai l or  phone.

Once again, thank you for  your  
fai thful giving to God?s work here at 
New  Hope. I t is exci ting to see what 
the Lord is doing and to hear  so 
much enthusiasm expressed in the 
visions for  our  var ious ministr ies 
and oppor tuni ties avai lable here. 
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Dear  fr iends of New  Hope,

In the last several weeks our  community has been 
reeling over  the loss of two beloved students w ithin the 
Olentangy community. Many of our  chi ldren are 
w restl ing w ith the r eal i ties of school violence against 
one another , violence against oneself , mental i l lness, 
social pressures, and bullying. My hear t aches for  our  
youth in this generation. However , I  am f i l led w ith hope 
because of the youth that want to make a posi tive impact 
in our  community and in the wor ld.

After  the tr agic loss of these two teens, New  Hope has 
become an epicenter  for  hope and healing w ithin the 
Powell community. People who would not ordinar i ly 
come to a church, have gathered w ithin our  walls 
working together  in attempt to determine and 
understand the greatest problems facing our  chi ldren 
today, and vigi lantly work toward solutions. I  am 
thankful that people are being introduced to New  Hope 
in their  time of need. 

My deepest grati tude however , is that a group of middle 
and high school students (some aff i l iated w ith New  Hope 
and others not) have begun to meet weekly w ith me and 
a few  fel low  parents from our  Church to brainstorm 
ideas on how  to: r eaching the chi ldren who seem 
over whelmed w ith l i fe's str uggles, who or  are alone, to 
love the chi ld that other s disregard, to discover  and 
implement ways to help our  teens navigate a wor ld that 
is unfamil iar  to us as adults, to br idge the gap between 
educator s, parents, and teens, and to give them a voice to 
those who feel unheard. I t has been an incredibly 
power ful journey and I am exci ted to see how  God w i l l  
use this time w ith New  Hope as the safe gather ing place 
for  people gr ieving w ithin our  community. Our  youth 
are just - wow ! They are wor ld changers w ith their  
compassion, empathy, and vision for  change.

I feel compelled to w r i te this because so much of the 
news we see today r egarding our  teens is devastating 
and that there is not much hope. As someone on the 
front l ines of working w ith teenagers I must tel l  you: 

there is hope! Not only do we ser ve an incredible God 
that paves the way for  r econci l iation between al l  people, 
but we have kids that desperately desir e change and are 
w i l l ing to make the di f f icult f i r st steps to br ing i t. They 
serve other s people in their  schools and in their  
community, and I would be r e-missed i f  I  didn?t highl ight 
what our  youth do for  our  church and congregation as 
well .

Unless you ser ve beside them, you may not r ecognize the 
enormous impact our  youth are making as the r egular ly 
ser ve this congregation. I f  you walk the halls on Sunday 
mornings and look into the nurser y or  Sunday School 
rooms you w i l l  see youth volunteers shepherding the 
youngest chi ldren in our  congregation. They are tr ibe 
leaders for  Kids WOW, coaches for  Spor ts Camp, Team 
Leaders dur ing VBS, managing games at events, cooking, 
painting faces at the Eater  Egg Hunt, etc. Ever y week 
many of our  youth ser ve us through their  gi f t of worship 
in the choir  or  praise band. Many of them help on our  
tech team on Sundays and at events throughout the year. 
Our  youth may use their  gi f ts to be an usher  whi le some 
clean and  prep coffee mugs between ser vices so we can 
gather  and bui ld r elationships over  a hot (clean) cup of 
coffee, whi le others offer  their  time to ser ve w ith our  
Missional Engagement outr each oppor tuni ties. 

Have hope. Our  youth are engaged, invested, and ser ving 
our  church and our  community. Ser vice matter s to them 
and they do i t joyful ly each week. I  am thankful to each 
of them and the time they invest in their  church home. 
There are so many things competing for  their  time and 
attention, yet they continue to make ser vice at New  Hope 
a pr ior i ty. Although our  hours this year  have not yet 
been tabulated, last year  our  youth ser ved a combined 
833.95 hours!

Our  wor ld is broken, there is no denying that. However , 
our  youth at New  Hope are stepping up and stepping in 
where there is a need, where people are hur ting, and 
where they can ser ve others well  using the gi f ts God has 
given them. Have hope!

   

YOUTH MINISTRY
Lindsey Al l en, Di r ector  of  Youth Min i st r y
allen@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x20  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Youth
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Rachel  Tate, Chi l dr en 's Min i st r y Team  Leader
tate@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x11  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Childr en

We had the BEST Easter  Egg Hunt 
EVER!! Thank you to our  Outreach 
Coordinator , Sarah Bar tula; you 
led a great team and I was 
honored to be a par t of the 
exci tement! 

Truly - i t was epic and amazing. 
Russ guessed we had 2-3 hundred 
people in our  church par ticipating 
in the activi ties. Thank you, Lord! 
And thank you to each and ever y 
Suppor t Team Member  - We could not have done i t 
w i thout you. We saw  so many famil iar  faces and but 
also, so ver y many new  ones. What a blessing!

We greeted and dir ected. We were blessed to guide 
some Hindu fr iends into our  sanctuar y to hear  the 
Easter  stor y. Yes; Hindu fr iends in our  sanctuar y at 
New  Hope! Stephanie Vermeer  even shared the Easter  
stor y w ith bleach and iodine (i f  you missed i t, come see 

next year  - no spoi ler s here). 

Our  bunny was an amazing, 
young man in 6th grade, who 
graceful ly and boldly shared 
God's love through a fur r y fr iend. 
Thank you Zachar y Allen for  
being such an amazing example 
of God?s love!  

This event was outreach at i ts 

f inest, in so many ways, fr iends. Jesus's l ight l i teral ly 
shined so br ightly that beauti ful sunny Sunday. 

Club 45ers - Yahoo! You al l  
rocked the LemonAid Stand 
for  the Salvation Army. Abby, 
Camden, Carol ine, Drew , 
Jacelle, Caiden, Evie, and Mrs. 
Stephanie McKinnon - Thank 
you! Lemonaide makers and 
stand creator s and destr uctor s 
? Thank you!  

He cal ls us by name, fr iends. I  
thank Jesus dai ly that you 
hear  His loving cal l  to ser ve Him by shar ing His stor y 
in whatever  way you are cal led; through ar t, teaching, 
spor ts, music, etc. USE YOUR GIFTS TO SHARE HIS 
STORY! It's amazing when a team of greatly gi f ted 
people share those God given gi f ts together  to glor i fy 
Him. It 's tr uly the most hear t-exploding, best thing 
ever !  

Spor ts Camp is coming up next! I t 's a fantastic event 
that we cannot wait to share w ith you. Find your  space 
to ser ve at newhopeworship.org/chi ldren. 

We can?t wait to shine Jesus' love w ith you again soon!  

In His mighty hands,  

Rachel Tate 

Verse of  t he Mont h:

"For  w ith God nothing shall  be 
impossible."

Service Oppor t unit y:
Our  Youth and Chi ldren have the 
oppor tuni ty to USHER at our  9:00 
am Living Water  Ser vice.We are 
looking for  2-3 Youth/Chi ldren for  
each Sunday. Please contact Greg 
Chambers at: 
gregchambers61@gmail.com or  
Rachel Tate: 
tate@newhopeworship.com i f  
interested.
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Music |  The Chi ldren?s Junior  Worship Choir  did an amazing job 

leading worship on March 18th and w i l l  be leading the 11:15 am 
Worship Ser vice on Apr i l  8th. There w i l l  be no JWC rehearsal the 
night of Apr i l  1st or  Apr i l  8th. Normal r ehearsals w i l l  r esume Apr i l  15 
from 5:15pm ? 6:15pm. Please contact Music Coordinator  Dez Takas at 

Takas@New HopeWorship.com for  more information.  

Nur ser y |  The Goldf ish Crackers are gone again - Please donate more again soon! Thank 

you to Kar la Noppenberger  for  the beauti ful r ainbow  mural gracing the nurser y wall . We are so 
thankful that you shared your  gi f t!  

Out r each  |  On behalf of the Chi ldren's Ministr y Team and myself, I  wanted to send a huge 

"thank you" to al l  the adult and youth volunteers that helped w ith the Easter  Egg Hunt.  We had 
a tr emendous turnout and we could not put on an event l ike this w ithout your  time and ser vice 
- Thank you! 

We are in the process of prepar ing for  Spor ts Camp and VBS.  Registr ation w i l l  be avai lable for  
both events the f i r st week in Apr i l .  Keep your  eyes open for  more communication on where to 
r egister  and how  to make payments. 

We w i l l  also be looking for  volunteers to help w ith these events.  Look for  Sign Up Genius l inks 
coming soon!  

Spor ts Cam p : *June 3th - 7th; 11:15am on June 3rd and 6:30pm - 8:00pm 
June 4-7th.

VBS: July 23rd - 27th 9:00am - 12:00pm

*This is a slight change in our original dates! We will begin Sunday, June 3 
after service with a celebratory tailgate! Our awards ceremony will be held 
Thursday evening.  

Save t he 

Dat e!

Educat ion  |  The last Sunday School for  chi ldren is on 

May 13th. I f  you are interested in getting involved before 
we break for  the summer  or  in learning what ser ving in 
Sunday School looks l ike, please contact Rachel War ren at 
War ren@New HopeWorship.com! 

We?ll be looking for  adults and youth to join our  Suppor t 
Team for  Summer  Praise School. We?re going to have so 
much fun praising Jesus this summer  and would love for  
you to join us! 

I f  you haven?t alr eady, please ?l ike? our  Chi ldren?s 
   Ministr y Facebook page to stay up to date on the 
      ministr y. Watch for  more parent r esource 
          information being shared as well ! 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY TEAMUPDATE



Ex plor e the JOURNEY
Sunday, May 6 at  10:15am

Locat ion: Cr y Room
You've probably heard Pastor  Steve or  Pastor  Sarah speak about "The Journey" program in one of their  sermons. The 
Journey is a spir i tual formation class which center s on three big questions: Who am I? Who is God? What does God 

desir e to do through me? On Sunday May 6 dur ing the Adult Education hour  you have the oppor tuni ty to explore the 
content of this class and discover  how  your  l i fe can be tr ansformed through your  par ticipation in a journey group.

ADULT MINISTRY
Rev. Sar ah Palsm a, Associate Pastor
palsma@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x13  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Adults

One Nat ion Under  God
Faci l i t ator s: Bever ly &  Kevin Robinson
Locat ion: Adul t  Room  A
In a nation divided among imaginar y l ines of ideology, class, gender , ethnici ty, etc, 
the temptation exists to stay w ithin our  ow n comfor table communities, yet as One 
Nation Under  God, joined together  by the love of Chr ist, we are cal led out to bui ld 
br idges across dividing l ines. 

Adul t  Sunday School  | Apr i l  8 -  May 13

What  i s Refor m ed Theology
Faci l i t ator s: Alber t  Newbal l
Locat ion: Cr y Room
You've probably heard of Reformed Theology, but you may not be cer tain as to 
what is is. In this class, Alber t New ball w i l l  walk you through the foundations of 
the Reformed doctr ine and explain how  the Reformed understanding of 
Chr istiani ty is centered on God, based on God's Word, and committed to fai th in 
Jesus Chr ist.

mailto:palsma@newhopeworship.com
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ADULT MINISTRY 
Rev. Sar ah Palsm a, Associate Pastor
palsma@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x13  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Adults

Women's Ministry |  Bible & Book Study

Set  Apar t : Holy Habi t s of  Pr ophets and Kings
Thur sdays 9:30-11am
Chi ldcar e Pr ovided

This study examines six holy habits of Old Testament prophets and kings who were 
set apar t by their  close walk w ith God. We?ll explore the central stor ies of these 
intr iguing men of God found in 1 & 2 Kings, and obser ve some of the practices they 
obser ved: being consecrated to God, l istening to God, mentor ing, practicing humil i ty, 
worshiping God, discover ing God?s word. 

" Of  Mess &  Mox ie"
June 13-27 and Ju ly 18-27
Wendesdays 6:30 - 8pm
Chi ldcar e Pr ovided

Save the date for  Wednesday June 13 at 6:30pm for  the women?s summer  book 
study! This summer  we?ll  be r eading and discussing the book ?Of Mess and Moxie? 
by Jen Hatmaker. We?ll also learn about Chr istian women who had a lot of moxie to 
leave a legacy of fai th for  the next generation.  

Save the Date!

Men's Minist r y

Father  Son Ret r eat
June 8-10th

Men of al l  ages are invi ted to the annual Father -Son Retreat located at the Trout Club in Br inkhaven, OH. The 
Retreat w i l l  begin on Fr iday, June 8th and end on Sunday afternoon, June 10th. Detai ls coming soon! Registr ation 

begins in May.

Save 

the 

Date!
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Chr i st i ne Loy, Di r ector  of  Music Min i st r y
loy@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.5445 x14  -  NewHopeWor ship.com/Music

MUSIC MINISTRY

Join Wor ship Choi r  |  Now  is a great time 

to join our  worship choir. The Choir  w i l l  be 
beginning our  Spr ing music season which 
includes our  favor i te anthems, gospel songs, and 
some Patr iotic music as well . Join us for  a 
Thursday rehearsal star ting Apr i l  12th at 7PM. 
Busy schedules welcome and chi ldcare is 
avai lable.

NEW HOPE EDUCATION  CENTER
Lynn Ri l ey, Di r ector
pr eschool@NewHopeWor ship.com  -  614.766.2446  -  NewHopePr eschool.com

We had such a successful outr each this year  dur ing our  Parent Night!  Dur ing Spr ing Break we delivered $5,623.67 
and a box of books to Nationw ide Chi ldren?s Hospital.  We w i l l  continue to suppor t Nationw ide Chi ldren?s Hospital 
next year  for  our  outr each.  

The school year  is quickly coming to an end.  The classes w i l l  have their  spr ing f ield tr ips in Apr i l  and end of the year  
programs in May.  We continue to enrol l  new  famil ies each week and sti l l  have space in our  Kindergar ten, 4?s classes 
and our  Learn w ith Me program.  

Please contact the school off ice i f  you have any questions!

Capr i ccio Youth Concer t  |  Join us on 

Sunday, Apr i l  29th at 4pm here at New  Hope for  a 
special youth concer t! Tickets are $10 for  Adults, 
students are fr ee. You can purchase them at the 
door  on online at capr icciocolumbus.org/tickets. 
We hope to see you here!

Youth Band Jam  |  Call ing al l  Middle or  High School youth who want 

to play drums, El gui tar , bass, keys! Join us for  Youth Band Jam night. The 
music room w i l l  be open from 6:00 - 7:30 PM on Sunday, Apr i l  22nd. Come 
check i t out and make some noise!   

Contact loy@newhopeworship.com for  more info.  

mailto:loy@newhopeworship.com
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New Hope Family Photos!



Monday, Apr i l  2
7pm Inter cessor y Prayer

Tuesday, Apr i l  3
7pm Missional Engagement

Wednesday, Apr i l  4
7:30pm Bethel

Thur sday, Apr i l  5
9:30am Women's Bible Study
7pm Choir  Rehearsal
7:30pm AA

Sunday, Apr i l  8
9:00am Worship, Kid's Sunday School
10:15am Adult & Youth Sunday School
11:15am Worship & School House Sunday 
School
5:15pm Middle School Youth Group
7:00pm High School Youth Group

Wednesday, Apr i l  11
12:30pm Women's Bible Study
7:30pm Bethel

Thur sday, Apr i l  12
9:30am Women's Bible Study
7:00pm Choir  Rehearsal
7:30pm AA

Sunday, Apr i l  15
9:00am Worship, Kid's Sunday School
10:15am Tow n Meeting
11:15am Worship & School House Sunday 
School
5:15pm Middle School Youth Group
7:00pm High School Youth Group

Monday, Apr i l  16
7pm Outreach Meeting

Wednesday, Apr i l  18
12:30pm Women's Bible Study
7:30pm Bethel

Thur sday, Apr i l  19
9:30am Women's Bible Study
6pm Deacon & Elder  Meeting
7pm Consistor y Meeting
7pm Choir  Rehearsal
7:30pm AA

Sunday, Apr i l  22
9:00am Worship, Kid's Sunday School
10:15am Adult & Youth Sunday School
11:15am Worship
5:15pm Middle School Youth Group
6pm Youth Band Jam
7:00pm High School Youth Group

Wednesday, Apr i l  25
5:30pm - HIS Place
7:30pm - Bethel

Thur sday, Apr i l  26
7pm Choir  Rehearsal
7:30pm AA

Sunday, Apr i l  29
9:00am Worship, Kid's Sunday School
10:15am Adult & Youth Sunday School
11:15am Worship
4pm Capr iccio Youth Concer t
5:15pm Middle School Youth Group
7:00pm High School Youth Group

APRIL  CHURCH  CALENDAR
For  mor e details please see NewHopeWor ship.com/Calendar

   

http://newhopeworship.com/calendar

